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Introduction

This document contains some amateur observations of wildlife performed by me in my trips in
different years. My travel budget and opportunities are very limited, but I hope to update the document
once per 1-4 years, or so. In comparison to previously published summary for 2011" - 2023 years, this
document does not contain and will not contain any complex conclusions, ideas etc. Only observations,
no more. Moreover, only the most peculiar observations. So, if safari in some national park is
mentioned here, you should not expect to see the full list of watched fauna. No photo/video cameras, no
optic devices, no night vision devices, and no catalogs of species are used by me. That’s why
descriptions of some even well known species may look ridiculous for professional biologists or
experienced amateurs. However, I hope this document may be useful for some scientists, wildlife
watchers, and wildlife photographers. Many observations listed here are completely random and lasted
for no more than several seconds. Some of the activities described in this document are on the border
between life and death. You should never perform them without having appropriate knowledge and
training.

Page 1 0of 9


mailto:mailbox@kamil-rafik.com
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

2024™ year

Kyrgyzstan

Southern suburbs of Osh city
Boisterour reaction of Common Starling birds on death of another bird from the same flock:

* one bird was struck by car; another bird screamed and jumped with pushing dead body in
attempts to revive it;

* one bird was caught by a raptor bird (probably Eurasian Sparrowhawk) that flied quickly to
other part of the city; another starling bird followed the raptor with noisy screams; it was the
first time in my life when I observed a scene of raptor hunting.

Center of Karakol town

In the center of Karakol town there is a little park, and every evening a giant flock of several thousands
crows is coming there for spending night. It is first time in my life when I have seen such giant flock of
crows on regular basis. Probably, the birds are feeding on neighbor fields, wastelands, or cattle
factories.

Uzbekistan

Water reservoir near railroad between Andijon and Tashkent

There is a couple of large birds of prey (probably piscivorous Western Ospreys). To highlight
importance of this observation I need to say that it was the only place in the world where I have
observed piscivorous birds of prey flying above the water.

Tajikistan
Road from Panj to Gissar (near entrance to Gissar after descending from mountains)

There is a large colony of little green birds, probably Asian Green Bee-eaters (several hundreds birds).
The most peculiar aspect of the colony is that they nest in burrows under ground that look almost
vertical, in spite of the fact that heavy rains are not uncommon in this region. It is first time in my life
when I have seen such large colony of attractive little birds, and it is very important that it is located in
proximity to human settlements. Probably, in other parts of the world such colonies were destroyed for
food or for sale, and only location at border lands in gradually abandoned agricultural area has
preserved this colony.

On the road through Gissar in several kilometers from the previous location I have seen few birds of
this species too. So, probably they are rather widespread in the area.
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2025™ year

India

Coastal area between Morjim and Arambol villages, in Goa

This area is heavily used by local population and tourists. That’s why observing such diverse
community of species was very surprising.

Beaches:
* thousands of Ghost Crabs living in burrows;
* 1m-length Oriental Rat Snake (found dead);
* up to several hundreds birds of up to 5 species feeding at littoral (Sand Plovers, Sandpipers,
Terns);
» several tens Black Kites nesting in trees (close to Morjim only).

Forested areas near beaches:
» group of Hanuman Langurs (about 5 animals);
* 1m-length Bengal Monitor lizard,;
* one White-throated Kingfisher;
* Cattle Egrets or Little Egrets;
* Baya Weavers;
* one Brahminy Kite;
* also, there are 2-3 species of birds with easily recognizable voices, but seeing them in tree
crowns was impossible.

Karwar city beach

Birds living on the beach are feeding with remainings of catch of local fishermen. (The fishermen look
not too friendly, so you should be careful if you are walking with a costly camera there.) The total list
of species includes the following:

¢ several tens Black Kites;
* about 10 birds of littoral feeding species (2 species of egrets, including probably Western Reef
Heron, and about 2 species of the same birds as in Goa).

Costly residential beach area close to Malpe beach near Udupi city

It is also one of the most diverse coastal wildlife communities ever observed by me (there is a lagoon at
another side of the area, but I was too tired to walk there, I guess you may find there the same or much
more):

¢ several tens Black Kites;

* several tens Brahminy Kites;

* about 10 large black-and-white storks (probably Asian Openbills);

* about 100+ birds of up to 5 species feeding at littoral (almost the same as in Goa);
* crab burrows are not so numerous as in Goa, just several hundreds probably.
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Nagarahole, Bandipur, and Mudumalai parks

The most interesting biological and photographical aspect of these parks (besides facts that you may
find in travel guides and tours advertisements) is a possibility to observe communities of feeding
animals of different species, for example deers with langurs and peacocks, or elephants with boars.

A lot of Bonnet Macaques may be observed near road at Mudumalai park, so passing cars must close
the windows to avoid thefts and attacks.

Thekkady city

A lot of Bonnet Macaques may be observed exactly in the city. I had a chance to see a conflict between
two groups of animals.

Puducherry city

I have been bitten by mosquitoes in many parts of the world (Russia, Amazonia, East Africa etc), but
local population of mosquitoes living in the city (which is divided by many channels) has two very
interesting particularities: a) they bite hands primarily, b) muscles of one of my thumbs after being
bitten several times have inflamed and were painful for a day or two. I never met anything similar
anywhere.

Beach near Kambalakonda park at north of Visakhapatnam

Several tens Black Kites can be observed there resting near edge of ocean waves.

Vietham
Krong Kmar park

I have observed there

* the largest and the most diverse population of butterflies ever seen by me in the world (several
tens species with flocks of several hundreds insects),

* the largest and the most noisy population of cicadas and tree frogs ever heard by me in the
world (screaming for 24 hours on the whole territory of the park),

* and the largest population of bats ever seen by me in the world (thousands) that flied around me
when I descended to village from park at night by the road through the forest.

The last tiger and leopard have been killed there by a local poacher about 20 years ago by information
from a local villager. Although the villager insisted that tigers are still present in the area.

Cambodia
Angkor Wat ruins
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I have seen there 30cm-length scolopendra (Vietnamese Giant Centipede) in bushes around the ruins. It
is the largest intervebrate ever seen by me in the world.

Center of Siem Reap

At early morning in the center of the city I have observed a couple of large hornbill birds resting at roof
of a house.

Laos

Gorge of Kong Lor cave

I have observed there the largest population of dragonflies in the world (several hundreds insects flying
at early morning around the village hotel only, without counting at other locations). Probably caused by
lack of insecticides in local rice farms.

Nakai-Nam Theun park

I have observed there 2 species of large butterflies (Great Mormon, and another light blue one,
probably Blue Nawab, feeding on a dead lizard), they were the largest butterflies ever seen by me in the
world.

Big trucks are passing through the park on high speed and strike some of these amazing butterflies
flying slowly just in several meters above the ground. I have seen one such damaged butterfly on the
road. It may be recommended to limit speed strictly for vehicles moving through the park roads.

2026™ year

Malaysia
Hutan Bandur MBJB park in the center of Johor Bahru city
The most diverse composition of fauna in the central city park ever observed by me:

* many Asian Water Monitors (up to 1m length);

* 4 species of birds (one per each species), including (possibly) Grey Heron, White-throated
Kingfisher, Chinese Pond Heron, White-breasted Waterhen;

* black-colored squirrel (possibly Plantain Squirrel);

* many pond turtles (possibly Red-eared Sliders).

Mangrove forest of Kukup island park

It is first time in my life when I was able to observe Saltwater Crocodiles. They are rather numerous on
the island (I had a chance to see about 4-5), but the animals I have seen were rather shy, they jumped
into the water immediately after hearing my steps (you should walk slowly and quietly if you want to
see them). Another unexpected encounter was about 5 Wild Boars. All of them (boars and crocodiles)
tend to rest close or exactly under wooden bridge where you will walk for crossing island above
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mangroves. So, if you will drop your belongings while walking around, I do not recommend you to
step down from the bridge and search them in the mud.

Finding a boat to island turned out to be some sort of quest: a) I asked immigration officer at ferry
terminal, he did not know, but he went with me to the port worker who handles operations on the street
near port; b) this worker told that “island is closed” (it was not true, he tried to get rid of me); c) I went
with the same question about boat to restaurant owner exactly near ferry terminal; he went with me
back to the same port worker; in this case port worker reacted more positively but tried to explain that
large group is needed to call the boat; I agreed to pay the full price (not much, about 10 USD for full
boat); and only after that port worker agreed about something with the restaurant owner, and lady from
the restaurant staff started to call the boat by phone.

Finding relatively cheap hotel near the port was another quest. I passed through 10 hotels
approximately to find one that took 25 USD per night (other asked up to 75 USD per night, although
my initial plan was to find something for 10-15 USD). In fact staying there at hotel has a sense only if
you want to visit island at the very early morning with buying a ticket in advance. (I visited it at
evening.)

Mangrove forest was amazing in any case.
Please, check descriptions of risks in the final section.
Mangrove forest of Tanjung Piai park

The most spectacular animal that you may see there is Mudskipper fish. Many fish are crawling in the
mud on large spaces opened after tide went away. I have seen footprints of large birds that are hunting
these fish and crabs, but if you will come at early morning, you will probably see the birds themselves.

Palm plantations between Tanjung Piai park and Kukup city (passed by feet)
While walking several hours along or through these palm plantations I was able to see the following:

* about 7 species of birds; observed species include egret, heron, and 2 large brightly colored
birds (one is orange, another is blue) that could not be classified through online search after I
came back to hotel; these brightly colored birds could be invasive species, probably; they flied
away too quickly to be shot by smartphone camera;

* one large monkey (or group of monkeys?) in crowns of palm trees; animal(s) ran away quickly,
so the size was determined just by amount of shaken palm leaves and noise;

* one Asian Water Monitor of 2m length; the largest one ever seen by me in nature;
» several large dragonflies, one of bright orange color (probably Scarlet Skimmer).

If you will follow my route you should be careful about coconut trees standing along the roads, the risk
of being killed by falling coconuts is above zero.

Gunung Pulai park
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Main entrance of the park closes the gate upon start of the rain because of landslides risk (there were
several lethal cases in the past). I met such situation first time in my life, but I guess it is not unique and
the risk they protect visitors from is not unique for tropical mountain parks too. So, you should plan
your hiking schedule carefully with having such option in mind.

However, I visited the opposite part of the forest in several hours before the rain has started. There was
not much interesting except large population of Long-tailed Macaques. That part of the park consist of
sandy landscape with multiple large rocks in the center, and it is possible to see monkeys playing in
open space there at morning. Signs around the location tell about construction works; probably, this
area may be destroyed soon.

Surroundings of Endau-Rompin park

Office of the park in Bekok is closed since 2023™ year. Possibly, access to internals of the park is
closed too. I have seen online advertisement of tours provided by some companies but they take too
high payment for staying in lodge and trekking takes just several hours (also, several days tours are
offered that did not fit my schedule which is built around one-day cheap hikes primarily). So, I decided
to postpone travelling inside the park until the next time, when I will be able to prepare it more
carefully. However, you can easily come to forest border if you will tell at checkpoint that you are
going to waterfalls (that are converted to public pools). I did not enter the forest from there just to avoid
violating laws and because of risk to ancounter a tiger or an elephant.

A group of several tens Southern Pig-tailed Macaques may be easily observed at these pools during a
day. Even in the middle of the holidays, the pools are empty, so you can observe the animals’ natural
behavior.

In Bekok you can easily observe Asian Glossy Starlings (possibly, it is the most attractive colorful
species of birds that you may see there easily).

About 10 other species of birds are easily heard or seen from a distance in Bekok and neighbor palm
plantations, but observing and identifying them clearly even from several tens meters is problematic.

Gunung Ledang park

Visiting park requires permit that must be requested in 2 weeks before arrival; also, hiring guide is
necessary. I did not know about such long permit issue timespan, no permit application was made, and I
was not allowed to enter.

The most colorful bird that you may observe in the neighboring town Sagil is Black-naped Oriole.
Malacca, walking area along the river

While walking there in the middle of the night I was able to observe Greater Naked Bat (the largest
species of insectivorous bats).
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Risky and unpleasant situations encountered in the trips

Mountain roads in Tajikistan and driving style of some local intercity taxi drivers may be
unsafe.

Generic version of Omnic medicine (tamsulosin, for treating bening prostate hyperplasia
symptoms) produced in Kazakhstan has extremely strong blood pressure lowering effect: I fell
down couple of times after taking it, and slept all day (such effect never was observed on other
versions of this medicine that I took sometimes).

Udupi city in India is one of the centers of development of Hinduism and vegetarian cuisine. I
guess, it is partially explained by local temperature/humidity spikes or equilibriums which are
more harsh than in other parts of India (although I did not search any scientific data on the
topic). In 2025" year I came to India being 10kg more overweight than earlier, but I travelled to
Kerala in the past, and lived in Goa for a week before coming to Udupi. So, I did not expect
anything wrong. However, at first night in Udupi about 23:00 I started feeling myself somewhat
bad due to overheating in a hotel room without air conditioning. I went to local hospital
immediately, they measured all cardio parameters, and told me that all is 100% fine and it was
probably caused by panic attack. In any case, I never stayed anymore in hotels without air
conditioning in my Indian trip.

At the top of sacred mountain near Phuoc Long, Vietnam there is either power station or water
pumping station protected by watch dogs. Fortunately, they only barked at me, and did not
come out of the fence.

Trek to the top of Phan Xi Pang mountain in Vietham must be performed with the help of local
guide. My guide set fast walking pace from the very beginning, and that’s why when we came
to one herd of cattle we moved much more quickly then I usually do and we did not pass it
around as I usually do. Several calves were frightened and have run away quickly. Suddenly, a
large bull jumped out of the bushes behind us and attacked the guide who followed me in
several meters. Fortunately the guide was brave enough and reacted by throwing stones into the
bull when the distance was just several meters between them, and fortunately the bull was
coward and ran away immediately. I guess, it was just luck as for the guide as for me.

Roads between towns and villages in Southern Laos are extremely bumpy, and in rainy season
may be absolutely non-passable.

Some intercity routes in provincial Thailand are serviced by old mini-buses rebuilt for
compressed gas fuel in a somewhat unsafe way.

Upon deeper analysis of my wildlife trip to Kukup island, I came to the conclusion that it was
one of the most dangerous events in my life. Explanations are provided further.

a) I knew about presence of Salwater Crocodiles in this region of the planet and level of
danger they represent, but I did not know that they will be present in such large quantities
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on Kukup island and that they will rest in such proximity to the bridges. It was the first time
in my life (for 47 years) when I have observed large predators while walking through wild
natural area. Obviously, my previous travel experience has built an illusory feeling of safety,
and at least once such situation as I met in Kukup could happen.

b) Exactly that part of bridges where crocodiles were met has not any border for several
meters, so they can easily enter the bridge. The animals were of 2m-3m length, and I guess,
that in fact I observed an attempt of hunting on me from ambush. But I’m not a professional
biologist and cannot be sure.

c) Borders of the bridges are just about 1.2m height and the bridges are passing in 0.5-1m
above the ground. So, even a young not so large crocodile may climb easily to the bridge
from the ground, or attack a human just by standing on its hind legs. The only purpose of
the bridge borders is to protect you from falling down; although they may give you an
illusory feeling of safety.

d) In some parts of walking area, the dense forest is coming close to the bridges, and noticing
even a large mature crocodile hiding in shadow may be impossible.

e) There was not any noticeable signs informing park visitors about dangers (or at least I did
not see any). No warning from 2 rangers has been received: probably, they are not aware of
risks, or maybe, number of crocodiles has increased very recently, and their hunting
behavior with sitting in ambush close to the bridge is a newly learned skill that rangers are
not aware of.

Considering all aforementioned details I strictly recommend you to avoid any travels to Kukup
island. Moreover, the island must be closed for tourists completely.

To be continued...
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